Argumentative Essay
Due: Tuesday, May 25
Objective: To research a thesis and write an argumentative essay.

· In an argumentative essay, you must take a position and support it (argue that your position is correct or should be addressed, etc.).

· You should also refute the opposing side (i.e., tell why the other side is incorrect: “Some may argue that a young girl’s body image is not affected by what she sees on TV and in the media; however, research shows that…”).

· You may not use first person (“I think…”) or second person (“As you can see…”)

Topic: The effect of society’s view of beauty/attractiveness

· Note: Your interpretation of this topic is key. The topic is broad and you can take it in a direction that seems interesting to you.

Specifications:

· at least two (2) pages (typed, double spaced, size 12 Times New Roman—yes, it must be typed!)
· If you do not have a computer at home, you will need to make arrangements to type up your assignment.

· The essay will have to conform to MLA standards for format. We have discussed this briefly, and will talk about it again to refresh your memory.

· 3 sources, 5 citations

· All in-text citations must be formatted in MLA style (info to follow).

· Be sure to credit any ideas or information you get from an outside source, even if you put it in your own words (it’s called paraphrasing). If you do not give credit to your source, it is considered plagiarism and you will receive a zero (0) on the assignment, no discussion.

· All sources must be listed and cited in MLA style (info to follow).

· We will have a limited amount of time in the computer lab. It is likely that you will have to do research on your own time.
Due Date:
· This essay is due Tuesday, May 25.
· You may submit rough drafts to me up until Thursday, May 20 to have critiqued and returned.

· Yes, I will check to see if you MLA formatting is correct.

· You may submit your final draft before the due date.

Final Notes:
· If you have any questions during the writing of this essay, do not hesitate to ask me to help!

