Basic Guide to MLA Citations
Please Note: As indicated by the title of this document, this is just a Basic Guide. You may need  additional information about citations that is not listed here. If that is the case, there are many reference books in the classroom, as well as many guides online. 

Works Cited List

At the end of your essay, you will have a Works Cited page that lists your information sources. These sources will be listed alphabetically by author’s last name (when available). The page, like the essay, is double spaced; however, it is different from the body of the essay because it is written in a hanging indent (like this information is).

Basic Guidelines

Books
Author’s last name, first name. Book Title. City of publication: Publishing company, publication date.

Boorstin, Daniel J. The Creators: A History of the Heroes of Imagination. New York: Random, 1992.

Vare, Ethlie Ann, and Greg Ptacek. Mothers of Invention: From the Bra to the Bomb: Forgotten Women and Their Unforgettable Ideas. New York: Morrow, 1988.

Articles in Periodicals
Author’s last name, first name. “Article title.” Periodical title Date: inclusive pages.

Signed Article from a Daily Newspaper

Barringer, Felicity. “Where Many Elderly Live, Signs of the Future.” New York Times 7 Mar. 1993, nat. ed., sec. 1: 12.

Unsigned Article from a Daily Newspaper

“Infant Mortality Down; Race Disparity Widens.” Washington Post 12 Mar. 1993: A12.

Online Databases

Journal Articles
Author’s last name, first name. “Article title.” Periodical title Volume#.Issue# (year): inclusive pages. Title of Database. Online. Name of vendor or computer service. Electronic publication date or date of access.

Dumenco, Simon. “Reality bytes: Welcome to our Photoshopped Future.” Advertising Age 77.39 (2006): 28. WilsonSelectPlus. Online. OCLC First Search. 10 May 2010.

Documenting Sources

The purpose of a parenthetical reference is to document a source briefly, clearly, and accurately. Brevity can be accomplished in three ways.

Cite the author’s last name and the page number(s) of the source is parentheses.


One historian argues that since the invention of television “our politics, religion, news, athletics, education and commerce have been transformed into congenial adjuncts of show business, largely without protest or even much popular notice” (Postman 3-4).

Us the author’s last name in your sentence, and place only the page number(s) of the source in parentheses.


Postman points out that, since the invention of television “our politics, religion, news, athletics, education and commerce have been transformed into congenial adjuncts of show business, largely without protest or even much popular notice” (3-4).

Give the author’s last name in your sentence when you are citing the entire work rather than a specific section or passage, and omit any parenthetical reference.

Postman argues that television has changed virtually every aspect of our culture into a form of show business.

