The Bluest Eye
Study Guide Part Three-First Half
Directions: Using the novel as often as necessary, answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. You do not have to answer the questions in complete sentences.

Spring
Chapter 1 (p. 97-109)
1. Who narrates the first chapter in this section? How does she feel about spring?

2. Why does Frieda want to get some whiskey to drink?

3. What do Claudia’s mother and father do to Mr. Henry?

4. Compare the way Mrs. Breedlove treats her daughter when Pecola spills the blueberry pie with the way she treats the little white girl who lives in the house. What message does Mrs. Breedlove’s behavior send to Pecola? Why is it significant that the little white girl calls Mrs. Breedlove Polly?

5. Define hyperbole. Find an example on page 109.

6. What can you infer from the last paragraph in the chapter?
Chapter 2 (SEEMOTHER) (p. 110-131)
1. What does Pauline blame for her “general feeling of separateness and unworthiness” that she experienced as a child? How does she try to cope with these feelings?

2. Why is Pauline happy to leave school to stay at home? What happens to give her a sense of dissatisfaction with housework?

3. What is the “Presence” Pauline dreams about? Why are her dreams ironic?

4. Some critics believe the color green in this story represents growth or life. What do you think the following passage might represent?


“And that streak of green them june bugs made on the trees the night we left from down home. All of them colors was in me. Just sitting there. So when Cholly come up and tickled my foot, it was like them berries, that lemonade, them streaks of green the june bugs made, all come together.” (Pg. 115)
5. In what ways is the following passage a metaphor for Pauline and Cholly’s life in the City?


“Then the weakened roots [of Pauline’s tooth], having grown accustomed to the poison, responded one day to severe pressure, and the tooth fell free, leaving a ragged stump behind. But even before the little brown speck, there must have been the conditions, the setting that would allow it to exist in the first place.” (Pg. 116)

6. Why does Pauline go to work? Why does she think the woman she works for is “simpleminded”?

7. In what way does going to the movies harm Pauline?

8. What has happened with the narrative style in this chapter?

9. How do the doctors in the hospital discriminate against Pauline because she is black? How does Pauline respond to their discrimination?

10. What are Pauline’s impressions of her newborn baby girl?

11. The narrator observes that Pauline “…became what is known as an ideal servant, for such a role filled practically all of her needs.” (Pg. 127) What needs does Pauline’s job fulfill for her?
The Bluest Eye
Study Guide Part Three-Second Half
Directions: Using the novel as often as necessary, answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. You do not have to answer the questions in complete sentences.

Chapter 3 (SEEFATHER) (p. 132-163)

1. Who is Blue Jack? Why does Cholly love him?

2. Folklore is defined as the traditions, beliefs and customs of a people. For example, Elizabethan audiences accepted and understood the folklore of the fairies. Cholly believes that Aunt Jimmy dies because she eats some peach cobbler. How is this incident an example of folklore? Find another example of folklore in this chapter.

3. Why do you suppose Cholly hates Darlene instead of directing his anger toward the white men with the flashlight?
4. For what reason does Cholly decide to run away from town? Why does he decide to find his father?

5. Cholly did not feel sadness at Aunt Jimmy’s funeral, just curiosity. Yet, after meeting his father, Cholly remembers Aunt Jimmy and starts to cry. Why do you suppose he is able to cry when he is alone on the riverbank but not at the funeral?

6. In what sense is Cholly “dangerously free”? (Pg. 159)

7. Why is Cholly ill-equipped to be a father? How does he treat his children?

8. Why does Cholly feel “…revulsion, guilt, pity, then love” for Pecola when he sees his daughter in the kitchen washing the dishes?

9. There is no real excuse for Cholly’s act of rape; however, some critics believe Cholly’s terrible action is explained by his past. Cite some incidents from his past that you believe help to make it possible for him to rape his daughter.

10. In Chapter 3 of Autumn, Pauline covers Cholly with a blanket after knocking him unconscious. Why is it ironic that Cholly covers Pecola with a blanket after raping her?

11. What does the last line in this chapter imply to the reader concerning Pauline’s reaction to Pecola’s rape?
Chapter 4 (SEETHEDOG) (p. 164-183)

1. Briefly describe Soaphead Church. What is the long section about Soaphead’s past called? (what literary device?)
2. In what ways does Soaphead Church’s family history help to support the theme that racial self-hatred destroys families and individuals?

3. Why do most of Soaphead’s customers seek out his advice? What does Pecola want from Soaphead? How does he feel about her request?
4. What does the following passage from the story imply?


“She [Pecola] stood there, her hands folded across her stomach, a little protruding pot of tummy.” (Pg. 173)

5. Give two reasons Soaphead Church convinces Pecola that to get blue eyes, she must first kill Bob.

6. In his letter to God, Soaphead states, “I did what You did not, could not, would not do: I looked at that ugly little black girl, and I loved her. I played You. And it was a very good show. I, I have caused a miracle. I gave her the eyes.” (Pg. 182)


In what sense is Soaphead writing the truth when he says that he gave Pecola her blue eyes?

7. Why do you suppose Morrison titles this section of the book, Spring? Cite incidents from the chapter to support your answer.
