The Bluest Eye
Study Guide Part Two
Directions: Using the novel as often as necessary, answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. You do not have to answer the questions in complete sentences.

Winter
Chapter 1 (p. 61-80)
1. What style of narration is used for this chapter?

2. Who is Six-finger-dog-tooth-meringue-pie? How do Claudia and Frieda feel about her?

3. Why is it ironic that Pecola is tormented by black boys?

4. How do Maureen’s family get some of their money?

5. Compare the way Frieda and Claudia react to Maureen’s insults with Pecola’s reaction. Who do you think handles the situation better?
6. “She [Maureen] ran down the street, the green knee socks making her legs look like wild dandelion stems that had somehow lost their heads.” (Pg. 73) “A high-yellow dream child with long brown hair braided into two lynch ropes that hung down her back.” (Pg. 62)

Consider the descriptions of Maureen above. In what way do they each support the theme that black children’s racial self-worth is damaged or destroyed when they are forced to accept white values and expectations?

7. Claudia describes how she and Frieda feel after fighting with Maureen: “And all the time we knew that Maureen Peal was not the Enemy and not worthy of such intense hatred. The Thing to fear was the Thing that made her beautiful, and not us.” (Pg. 74)

What Thing is Claudia referring to?

8. Why do Frieda and Claudia decide to keep Mr. Henry’s secret?

Chapter 2 (SEETHECAT) (p. 81-93)
1. Geraldine is described in the following way:

“One such girl from Mobile, or Meridian, or Aiken who did not sweat in her armpits nor between her thighs, who smelled of wood and vanilla, who had made soufflés in the Home Economics Department, moved with her husband, Louis, to Lorain, Ohio. Her name was Geraldine. There she built her nest, ironed shirts, potted bleeding hearts, played with her cat, and birthed Louis Junior. Geraldine did not allow her baby, Junior, to cry. As long as his needs were physical, she could meet them – comfort and satiety. He was always brushed, bathed, oiled, and shod. Geraldine did not talk to him, coo to him, or indulge him in kissing bouts, but she saw that every other desire was fulfilled.” (Pg. 86)

In what sense has Geraldine achieved the white lifestyle described in the Dick and Jane books? What is missing from her life?

2. Why does Junior hate the cat?

3. Why do you think Pecola is attracted to Geraldine’s cat?

4. What message about herself does Pecola receive when Geraldine kicks her out of the house? What does Geraldine think about Pecola?

5. Why do you suppose Morrison titles this part of the book Winter?
